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The following comments are made in response to the Examiner's Reasons for 
Allowance contained in the June 9, 2006, Notice of Allowance. The Issue Fee is being paid 
concurrently herewith. 

In the statement of Reasons for Allowance, the Examiner indicated that "the prior art 
does not teach all of the limitations of the claimed invention, including:" and then proceeded 
to set forth several limitations of allowed independent claim 5. The first quoted limitation 
included "... so that the difference in surface level between the magnetoresistive effective 
element film and the first and the second longitudinal bias-applying films is set within 
+20 nm." 

However, for clarification, Applicants respectfully point out that the limitation in 
claim 5 is stated as the difference is set within "±20 nm." That is, while the Notice of 



Sir: 
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Allowance refers to a range of only plus 20 nm, claim 5 actually sets forth a range of plus or 
minus 20 nm. 

Should the Examiner have any questions regarding this communication, the Examiner 
is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 
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